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The Hobo/Robot Café on Main Street in Port Dover.

Ukelele enthusiasts
jamming in Port Dover

By DONNA McMILLAN

KELELE enthusiasts are

meeting every Tuesday eve-

ning in Port Dover to jam

at The Robot Café and Hobo

Store on Main Street. The

small guitar-like instrument,
originating in 19th century Ha-
waii, is undergoing a resurgence
in popularity. And, there are 15 to
25 area residents proving that to
be true, as they either learn to play
or practice playing, within a social
environment. All newcomers are
welcome to join in.

Peter Shebib of Fisher’s Glen
has been playing the Ukelele for
the past 16 years. He has been areg-
ular at the Corktown Ukelele Jam
sessions in Toronto on Wednesday
nights and attended Ukefests in
Nova Scotia, Virginia and other
parts of the continent. Dennis Mur-

phy of Simcoe has been playing the
“happy instrument” since 1961. For
many years, he lead Ukelele groups
as an extra curricular activity in
schools. Together, the two men de-
cided to start a jam session locally.

Peter told The Maple Leaf he
knew people would come out if
they offered the opportunity. “The
ukulele is a friendly instrument to
learn,” he said. “It is non-threat-
ening, with no ego or attitude. It
brings a smile to your face.”

The group started gathering at
the Hobo shop six weeks ago and
attendees range from absolute be-
ginners to people who know how
to play. “We had our first open mic
after six weeks,” Peter said. “Many
said they can’t sing and wouldn’t
do it. Last week we had a simple
one on kids’ songs and most got
up and did one. They amazed me.
There was so much excitement to

Peter Shebib and Dan Pearson jamming.

Lynn Post (left to right), Jenny Gedye and Kay MacPherson play the ukulele in the Tuesday night jam session at

see where they were at after six
weeks.”

Everyone learns their own
songs. There is no charge for the
sessions and people can purchase
a ukulele at The Hobo for as little
as $40.

Kay MacPherson of Simcoe
saw an ad for the jam session and
thought she would be interested.
A singer, she is starting to play the
ukulele from scratch in order to
be able to accompany herself. She
started off with an old ukulele that
she had at home, but has now pur-
chased a new colourful one from
the music store.

Jenny Gedye of Fisher’s Glen
used to hear her neighbor Peter
play on the hill for years. She
taught kindergarten for years and
thought it would be great to be able
to play when she supply teaches or
for her grand kids. There is always
a lot of music in her house.

Lynn Post of Simcoe watched
her children play piano and violin
as they grew. She’s always wanted
to play an instrument herself.
When she heard Jenny, her friend,
was coming out she decided to join
in. She is hoping to surprise her
daughter at Easter.

Dan Pearson of Simcoe has
been playing at parties off and on
for the past 50 years.  But, he has
been playing without words. When
he heard about these jam sessions
starting up, he decided he should
learn how to do it properly. And,
he’s really enjoying it.

Peter said the ukulele is good for
everything from children’s songs
to jazz to country to Hawaiian. He
wanted to emphasize the evening is
open to anyone to come out at any-
time. It is just a fun evening and
the café is a great spot to jam in.

Jeff Andrew, Jess Hill in concert at Robot Cafe April 30

On Saturday, April 30 The Robot
Café will present a special double
CD release party for independent
touring artists Jeff Andrew and
Jess Hill with Crows at Midnight at
the café located at 243 Main Street,
Port Dover. Doors will open at 7
p.m. and music will begin at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 available at The Ro-
bot Cafe or at the door.

Vancouver’s Folk Noir singer-
songwriters Jess Hill and Jeff An-
drew are teaming up for a full-band,
cross-Canada tour to promote the
release of two new albums: Jeff
Andrew’s ‘Hobo Postcards’ and
Jess Hill’s ‘Orchard’.

This pair of longtime friends
and veteran solo performers, both
well-loved staples in the western

Canadian music scene, will be play-
ing separate sets with the same
backing band and collaborating on
stage to bring an exciting, dramatic
concert experience.

Upright bassist/drummer Ke-
nan Sungur and poet/mandolinist
Radar will be doing double duty as
they switch instruments and roles
onstage.
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"WE Are So Excitep ABourt SprinG WE WET OUR PLanTs!"

NOW
"OPEN FOR THE SEASON"
including Good Friday & all of Easter Weekend
gM @uf * Beautiful Boston Ferns

* Pansies
our CSe/eclion of ... -+ Gerber Daisies
Custom Planting Is Our Specialty!
Drop Off Your Planters For Us To Plant
SMALL DEPOSIT REQUIRED
!1 1279 Old Hwy. #24, Waterford
' 519-443-5151

April Hours: M-F 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

W @ Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
=== Fmail: ckalis@sympatico.ca

<\ (519) 443-5151

"Covered by most extended Health Plans"

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH ... « Eczema & Psoriasis
e Cancer « High Cholesterol
 Menopausal Concerns  * Thyroid Problems
e Arthritis « Depression

* Diabetes
¢ Hot Flashes

* High Blood Pressure
 Weight Loss

For more info, call 519-583-1234

[ Stephen Maltais ND, MSc ] 7 W

Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine
Stephen Maltais

88 Dover Mills Road, Port Dover
www.dovernaturopath.com
ND, MSc

Monday-Friday 9-5; Evening & Saturday Appointments Available .
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“Celebrating 33 Years of Service”

Expert Installation In-Home Service
Repairs To All Makes
Filters, Bags & Belts
Aerus Kenmore
Airstream Kirby
Astro-Vac Miele
Beau-Mark Central Vacuums Miracle Mate
Beam Nilfisk
Bissell From $39900 NuTone
Broan ) Oreck
Canavac  * Central Vacuums * Canisters * Uprights * Panasonic
c§ntra-Vatc « Shampooers * Hard Floor Cleaners ¢ R;i"b'“lw
ompac - ; ; : _ oyal
P Commgrc:al Cleaning Equipment Samsung
Dirt Devil * Electric Brooms  Attachments e Sanitaire
Dyson * Cleaning Supplies & Chemicals * Sears
Electrolux » Built-in & Portable Air Cleaners + Sebo
- BN * Reconditioned Vacuums » Trade Ins -
ilter Queen Sharp
Filtex Tristar
Hayden Giivis Spacial Vacuflo
Hoover Bu;‘%’ ; G e‘t’?i'rg ol Vacu-Queen
lona - Vortech

Any Bag or Belt

d Electrolux EUREKA BEANAM

Stratford Woodstock
104 Wellington Rd. 895 Dundas St.
519-271-1200  519-539-6609

Simcoe
270 Norfolk St.
519-426-9090

Tillsonburg
343 Simcoe St.
519-842-9029

www.guysvacshop.com




